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Amy Featherston (nee Armstrong) - 1880 - 1963 
Amy was Emy Danson (nee Devere) ’s maternal grandmother.  
Born 24.4.1880  4 Birch Street ,Cheetham, Manchester 
Died 21.5.1963  In San Mateo, California, USA 
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See next page for how Amy fits in to Emy’s family tree 

 

Amy Armstrong
 1880-1963

Born in Cheetham

FATHER
Henry Brooks 

Armstrong
1853-1900

MOTHER
Caroline Peacock

1853-1896

G’father
Robert Armstrong

1820 -

G’mother
Ann Brooks

1825 -

G’father
Richard Peacock

1822 -1895

G’mother
Sarah Ann 
Collinson

Abt 1826 - 1871

 Robert Armstrong abt 1790

Adam Brooks abt 1782 - 1847

Jane Ride 1783 - abt 1861

Richard Peacock abt 1795

James Collinson abt 1798

Sarah Brinley abt 1791
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Parents & grandparents of Amy 

Amy’s FATHER 

Henry Brooks Armstrong - born 12.Oct 1853 in St Andrews Manchester.  
In 1871  - Henry age 17 and a mechanic 
In 1873 -  Telegraph Engineer 
In 1881 -  Electrician 
In 1891 -  Line & Storekeeper. 

Henry’s dad was Robert Armstrong born in 1820 near Southport.  
In 1851 Robert Armstrong was an Engraver to a Calico printer.  
In 1861 Engraver & Die sinker.  
In 1871 Robert was an engineer. 
Robert’s dad was also named Robert Armstrong and is listed as a ‘gentleman’ on the 
marriage certificate of Robert & his wife Ann Brooks in 1851 

Paternal Grandparents 
Henry’s mum was Ann Brooks born in Style, Cheshire. She is recorded as a Milliner in 
the 1851 census. 
Ann Brooks’ mother, Jane, was born around 1873 near Belper in Derbyshire  
Ann Brooks’ father, was Adam Brooks. He is listed as a ‘Gentleman’ on the marriage 
certificate of Robert & Ann.  

Jane Ride married Adam Brooks in Duffield , Derbyshire on 11th April 1803. 
In the 1861 census Jane (nee Ride) was widowed and listed as a Property Owner. 

On 18th May 1851 Robert Armstrong married Ann Brooks at Marys church, Manchester. 
 

In the 1851 census Robert and Ann are living at the home of Jane Brooks, Ann’s mum in 
Hulme. 
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Amy’s MOTHER 

Caroline nee Peacock born 30th Nov 1853 in Salford 
Caroline was a Silk Winder.  

Maternal grandparents 
Caroline’s dad, Richard Peacock was a Cotton Spinner in the Ancoats Cotton Mills. 
Later in life, when he was widowed he remarried and became a Publican in Ridgeway 
Street, Ancoats. This would have been close to where he had worked in the Cotton Mills. 
Caroline’s mum, Sarah Ann, was a Cotton Reeler. 
Henry & Caroline lived at 198 Great Ancoats, Manchester, at the time of their marriage on 
20.9.1873 

This marriage was witnessed by Henry’s brother, Adam and Caroline’s sister Sarah Ann. 
Two years later Sarah Ann, a Cotton Winder, and her husband Francis Valleley ,a 
mechanic, emigrated to Philadelphia (see photo of Sarah Ann after she had emigrated) 

Amy’s Childhood 

Amy had one sibling, Henry, born in 1873. He was seven years older than Amy. 
Henry fought in WWI in the Royal Field Artillery. He had worked as a machine grinder in an 
iron foundry before the war. He signed up at the age of 40 and served as a driver in the 
expeditionary force in France in 1915,1916 and 1917. Died in Prestwich mental hospital in 
1927. 
From a young age, reasons not known, Amy was brought up by Jane & Samuel Stephens. 
Jane was her dad’s sister. Samuel was a boot & shoe salesman. They had one daughter, 
Ada who was 10 years older than Amy. 
Amy used to describe herself as an orphan so must have held some resentment at being 
‘given away’ as a young child. Her brother, Henry, having stayed with their parents. 

1899 On the 15th July Amy married Ralph Featherston. Amy was 19 and Ralph was 25.  
On the marriage certificate they are living at The Spread Eagle Hotel, Manchester. 
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Ralph Featherston’s mum, Emily Fawcus, was a witness at the wedding of Amy and Ralph 
but did not take to Amy - she described her as a Manchester girl who had a reputation and 
she never approved of their marriage. 

Amy and Ralph had  four daughters 
Emily   b 13.2.1900  d age 78 in 1978 in Buxton 
Hilda   b 15.4.1902   d age 91 in 1993 in Dorset 
Vera   b 06.2.1905  d age 91 in 1996 in Dorset 
Connie  b 11.1.1907  d age 64 in 1971 in California 

The eldest, Emily, was Emy’s mum. 
1900 They were living at 2 Marvel Street , Patricroft (Salford) when Emily was born. 
Hilda , Vera and Connie’s births were all registered in Sheffield. This is because the family 
lived in Hope, Derbyshire for a few years between 1901 when they were in Salford and 
1911 when they were in Prestwich. 
Ralph bought a house in Hope. He was fond of the outdoors and his employer also had a 
passion for the Peak District. 
1907 - photograph of the family outside the house in Hope 

1911 they were living in Albert Avenue, Sedgeley Park, Prestwich, Manchester 
The girls attended Hope Park Primary then Whitefield Grammar. 
Ralph had a good job working as a Drapery Salesman, and the family lived comfortably. 

Amy leaves for America 
1912 Amy left her young family and went to America and settled in California.  
She did not contact her husband or children for several years. 

Amy got much understandable criticism for abandoning the family - but there may have 
been few choices available to her. The Matrimonial Clauses Act 1923 was the first time a 
wife could divorce her husband on the grounds of adultery (for example). 
Amy was also disliked by her mother in law. 

Amy marries 
1916  On 15th January Amy married bigamously in America to George Damon, a mining 
engineer in Marin County, California.  He died in 1922 

1923  Amy’s husband, Ralph, whom she had left behind in Manchester, died. He was 48. 
By now the Featherston family were living at 3, Clark’s Hill, Prestwich. 

1925  On 21.1.1925 Amy made a passport application in San Fransisco. 
Amy was tipped off that Ralph had died by Ada nee Stephens, who she had grown up 
with, and made plans to return from the USA to contest the will.   
Ralph had split his estate six ways - equal shares to go to his Mother, Emily; his domestic 
servant, Susanna; and his four daughters.  
Ralph’s brother, Frank was sole executor to the will. 
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Amy re- marries a second time 
1924   On 30.9.1924  Amy married Hillery Beachey, an aeronautics engineer and pilot. 
They married in Redwood City, San Mateo, California 

Spring 1925  Amy returns to the UK 
The family had heard nothing from Amy in the 13 or so years she had been away.  
When Amy arrived back in the UK she persuaded her brother in law, Frank, to release 
some of her daughter’s part of the estate to pay for their passage to America, so that they 
could return with her. She stated she had a lovely home in San Francisco and plenty of 
money, it was just that she could not access it from England. 
Emily (Emy’s mum) , Amy’s eldest daughter and in her mid 20s, was already in a 
relationship with William Pickard who she married the following year and who would be the 
father of her first 2 daughters, Joan & Elsie. So Emily chose not to go to America.  
Hilda was 22 and working as a domestic servant. Vera was 20 and ‘about to go to 
University’. Connie (Helen Constance) was 18 and a student. 
Connie, Hilda & Vera were all convinced to go with Amy to America. 
 Vera stated that the housekeeper who should have cared for them had not done so. 
The girls would have been missing their dad who Vera was very fond of, so a new life in 
America may have been appealing 
They left on 3rd July 1925 from Liverpool on the ship ‘Doric’ with the White Star Line. 
Amy booked a first class trip. They arrived in Quebec on 11th July then went to Montreal, 
staying for several days at various locations .Then on to New York, Cuba & Sand Diego 
before arriving in San Francisco. 

When they arrived in San Francisco, Amy had no money & no income. Vera remembers 
the day after arriving she had to go out to find work. All three girls quickly got jobs. 
They dutifully earned money and handed money over to Amy each Friday ‘taking a while to 
wise up’ according to Vera.  

Hilda was the first to return to the UK. She married William Bridgman in 1927 in Cheshire. 
Hilda & Bill did not have children. They lived at 2 Kipling Street, Higher Broughton in the 
few first years of marriage. Hilda’s grandmother, Emily Featherston nee Fawcus lived with 
them until her death in 1929. Hilda & Bill then lived in Colwyn Bay. 
Later in life Hilda moved down to Dorset to be near Vera and her family. 

Vera worked as the Private Secretary to the Pacific Coast Manager of the White Star Line 
(the company that owned the Titanic) and also as a journalist on the San Francisco 
Courier. Vera did feel some resentment toward her mother - for lying to them & 
abandoning them when young, however Vera did not regret going to America .’I had a 
wonderful time', marrying out there then returning to the UK to have her two sons, Jon & 
Michael. 

Connie met and married a German, George Frederich Pretzas who was born in Alsace in 
1905.  Connie became a naturalised US citizen in July 1939, just before the outbreak of 
WW2.  George had arrived in California  in April 1936. His naturalisation was granted on 
5.8.1940. Connie never returned to the UK. They did not have children according to Emy. 
Connie & Fritz as he was known, lived at Burbank and then Glendale, Los Angeles. 
Connie is buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles. 
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Both Hilda and Vera gave money to Emily (Emy’s mum) on a regular basis. Emily had not 
been given her share of her father’s estate as a lump sum. Instead it was handed over in 
smaller amounts. It is understood that Emily was not thought to be responsible enough to 
manage a large amount of money. There was also mishandling by Frank so that Emily 
never received anywhere near her full share.
Amy also sent food parcels when Emy was a child, including tinned chicken, dried fruit and 
cake, especially at Christmas.
Emy remembered that when Colin was born Amy sent a blanket.
Emy only met her grandmother once when she visited Bradford when Emy was a 
teenager. She remembered her as elegant, well dressed with a carved walking stick and a 
long cigarette holder.

1963 Amy dies. Amy, now Amy Beachey, left a sum of money when she died in 1963.
The money was helpful in Roy and Emy buying their house on Hayfield Road.

Above: Amy  as a young adult

Below: Amy in 1932 holding Vera’s baby

Above:  Amy’s first child, Emily

Below: Amy in California
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Left of picture is Ralph Featherston, Amy’s first husband and father of her children

Amy’s maternal aunt who 
emigrated to Philadelphia Amy Beachey in California
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Hillery Beachey - Amy’s husband 
for nearly 40 years.

Hillery suffered injuries in an air 
display accident at Battle Creek in 
1912
He died in 1964, the year after Amy 
passed away.
His brother Lincoln was a famous  
and daring early aviator who flew 
over Niagara falls and did the first 
loop the loop in an aircraft.

Hilda (Amy’s daughter) and Fritz in Los Angeles
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Above left: 
The Featherston family outside the house on Castleton Road in Hope, Derbyshire circa 1907
Seated is Amy with Connie on her lap. Emily is far left, then Hilda, both with short hair. Vera is far 
right.   The lady stood up is likely to be their Domestic Servant
Above Right:  Ralph Featherston
Below: The Featherston children photographed around the time that Amy left for America

Emily far left,  then Vera, Connie and Hilda
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Addendum

Even though it would seem a bold move to go out to America, there were other examples 
of people in Amy’s life who had links with America.

Her mum’s sister Sarah Ann Peacock married in Manchester then emigrated to 
Philadelphia

Amy’s Husband’s father, Joseph Ralph Featherston had been born in America. (though 
Amy would never have met him)

Her husband Ralph’s brother Sydney had two sons who both traveled widely as Tea and 
Coffee growers and importers

We do not have a record of what prompted Amy to choose to go to the USA


